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Jamuaary 3, 2006

Attn: Secretary’s Office
Closed Captioning

445 12" Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Supplement to Petition for Exemption from Commission Closed Captioning Rules
Reference: CGB-CC-0001

I. Pursuant to your request for further information, I am supplying the following information.

Copy of original request for exemption.

Copy of your letter of December 22, 2005 advising Curtis Baptist Church of the need for
more mformation.

A copy of our proposed budget for 2006, which was approved by the church, December
11, 2005. This budget is beyond what is currently projected for income. (See: Budget,
Page 7, right hand column.) We are currently without a Senior Pastor, and our previous
Pastor’s departure has left us with lower attendance and a large monthly mortgage
payment incurred under our previous Pastor’s leadership. (See Item 11.3 below for more
on this issue.) For Broadcast Ministry line item, see Budget page 3, Line item 59070.

A signed and notarized affidavit (page 2 of this letter) regarding the efficacy of all
attached materials and statements made in the original and this supplemental submission
of Petition for Exemption from Commission Closed Captioning Rules.

1I. Additional and updated information included in original request for exemption.

Curtis Baptist Church televises its services now only once per week on Sunday mornings
WIBF-TV, Channel 6.

The Saturday evening telecast on WBEK has been discontinued, primarily due to
budgetary concerns.

If required to close caption our telecasts, we will not purchase our own equipment.
Enlisting highly skilled volunteers would likely be impossible. We have found one
production house in the Augusta area who would encode our tape for $250.00 per week.
This would add over $12,000.00 per year to the cost of our television ministry, at a time
when we feel great financial pressure.



4. Curtis Baptist Church has a ministry to the hearing impaired for more than 30 years, and
we have sign language interpreters in our service on all Sundays except for their monthly
time of “Deaf Worship” when they have their own service.

5. Because of our experience working with the local deaf community, Curtis Baptist Church
sees the value of Closed Captioning, however, particularly at this time, the cost represents
a large financial burden.

We appreciate your consideration of these matters.

Sincerely,

\Fss %,

Thomas M. Lowry

Affidavit

I, Thomas M. Lowry, Associate Pastor for Missions and Media, Curtis Baptist Church, Augusta,
Georgia, do solemnly swear and affirm the truth of this Petition for Exemption from Commission
Closed Captioning Rules, as well as this Supplement to Petition for Exemption from
Commission Closed Captioning Rules.

Signed \jz@—nw m‘%fuv}/ Date 3%’\ ROO¢

Signed and sealed before me this day, (\,d\‘\\ i) , 2006.

\\\tﬁ‘i\\& S \MWW;\(

Netory Public. State of Georgia L
. My Commission Expires
Notary March 21, 2009
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Attn: Secretary’s Office
Closed Captioning

445 12" Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Petition for Exemption from Commissions Closed Captioning Rules

Curtis Baptist Church respectfully submits this petition requesting exemption from the closed captioning
requirements, under Section 79.1 of the Commissions rules 47 C.F.R. & 79.1

Part 79.1 Section D

Item (8) Curtis Baptist Church worship service 1s a locally produced and distributed non-news program
with no repeat value. The program is of local interest, is not a news program, and the “electronic news
room” technique of captioning is unavailable.

The service is telecast on Sundays at 11:00 AM on local ABC affiliate WIBF-TV. Since June of 2004,
the program is tape delayed by one week. However, we were hoping to soon return to a live broadcast.
Taped services are also telecast by a low power station, WBEK, on Saturday evenings at 6:00 PM. Both
telecasts are picked up by local cable systems.

Part 79.1 Section F
Compliance would impose an undue burden on Curtis Baptist Church for the following reasons:
1. To provide closed captioning, our options would be

a. to send the program to an outside source for editing, at quoted prices
ranging from $250 to $500 per hour. Cost is too prohibitive.

b. purchase quality voice recognition captioning system at costs of $10,000
to $15,000, and then rely on trained volunteers to caption each weekly
telecast. This cost is also prohibitive.

2. Curtis Baptist Church could possibly end broadcast history of almost 25 years in
this local market.

3. Curtis Baptist Church is a donor supported, 501¢(3) ministry meeting multiple
needs in our community at a time when donor support is low.

Again, we respectfully request that Curtis Baptist Church be exempted from the closed captioning
requirments for the above stated reasons. I may be reached through the information in the letterhead.
Please note the attached delineation of expenses,

Smcereiy,

Tom Lowry MW

Associate Pastor for Missions and Media



Federal Cbmmlinications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

December 2, 2005

- Tom Lowry
Curtis Baptist Church
1326 Broad Street
Angusta, GA 30901-6099

" As indicated on the attached, the Federal Communications Cbmnﬁssioh has received yoiir filing,
the first page of which is attached hereto. Your filing is pending,



- Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

~ December 22, 2005

: Reference: CGB-CC-0001
Tom Lowry

Curtis Baptist Church
1326 Broad Street
Augusta, GA 30901-6099

Dear Mr. Lowry,

The Federal Communications Commission received the petition you filed on behalf of
Curtis Baptist Church, dated October 5, 2005, seeking ah exemption from the closed captioning
requirements for Curtis Baptist Church’s worship setvice based on the undue burden standard set
forth in the Commission’s rules.

The petition states that Curtis Baptist Church should be exempt from the closed
captioning rules pursuant to Section 79.1(d)(8), which exempts from the closed captioning rules
“locally produced and distributed non-news programming with no repeat value.” This
exemption applies to “programming that is locally produced by the video programming
distributor, has no repeat value, is of local public interest, is not news programming, and for
which the ‘electronic news room’ technique of captioning is unavailable” (emphasis added). We
note that this self-implementing exemption is a narrowly focused exemption available to
programming produced by video programming distributors. Video programming distributor is
defined in Section 79.1(a)(2) as follows: “Any television broadcast station licensed by the
Commisston and any multi-channel video programming distributor as defined in Section
76.1000(e) of the rules, and any other distributor of video programming for residential reception
that delivers such programming directly to the home and is subject to the jurisdiction of the
Commission” (emphasis added).

Without addressing the merits of your petition, we note that it is incomplete because,
among other things, it does not include detailed information or documentation regarding
financial resources and assets, the impact that the costs of closed captioning would have, and
does not explain reasonable alternatives to captioning. Your petition must be supported by
sufficient evidence to demonstrate that compliance would cause significant difficulty or expense.
Your petition also must be, but is not, supported by affidavit. Without this documentation,
which is required under the Commission’s rules, it is impossible for the Commission to
determine whether Curtis Baptist Church has sufficiently justified an exemption from the closed
captioning requirements for its programming.

We request that you promptly supplement the petition with information that adequately
documents and supports your request for exemption from the closed captioning requirements.
To assist you in supplementing your petition, enclosed is a copy of the Commission rule



governing the filing and processing of petitions for exemption from the closed captioning
requirements. Additional information also is available on the web at

www.fcc.gov/cgb/dro/caption _exemptions.html.

Please note that your petition remains pending. Pursuant to the Commission’s rules,
while your petition is pending before the Commission, the video programming that is the subject
of the petition is considered exempt from the closed captioning requirements.

Please include the case identifier number CGB-CC-0001 in all correspondence with the
Commission regarding this matter. Please send an original and two copies of the supplementary
material to

Amelia Brown, Disability Rights Office
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Please follow the directions found on the above website for mailing or delivering materials to the
Commission. Any inquiries regarding this matter should be directed to Amelia Brown at (202)
418-2799 (voice), (202) 418-7804 (TTY), or Amelia.Brown@fec.gov.

Sincerely,

(i B

Amelia Brown

Senior Attorney

Disability Rights Office
Consumer & Governmental
Affairs Bureau
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